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MONEY WILL FUND NATIONAL CENTER FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION

Washington – Congressman John                  W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the U.S. Department                  of Housing and Urban Development has awarded $231,250 to Hampshire                  College. The college will use the funding for construction, renovation                  and conversion of land and equipment to establish a National Center                  for Science Education.

                 "The United States lags behind other countries when it comes                  to math and science education," Olver said. "We can                  change this trend by providing teachers the resources necessary                  to teach math and science in ways that are effective and inspirational."

                 The National Center for Science Education will develop a curriculum                  for training teachers in science and math education in grades                  K-12. The funding will also help to build a facility where K-12                  students can conduct science experiments and research at a college                  laboratory.

                 "Speaking as a scientist, I know that being able to conduct                  experiments and research is essential to science education. The                  planned Science Center will give teachers and students the tools                  they need for hands-on learning," Olver added.

                 These funds were included in the FY '00 VA/HUD and Independent                  Agencies appropriations bill. Representative Olver worked to make                  sure that this funding was included in the bill as an earmark.                  The funds were released as an Economic Development Initiative                  (EDI) Special Project Grant. 
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